sidency. 


riday,  January  23-Saturday,  January  24 


From  Rabbi  Elliot  J.  Cosgrove 


Moses’  leadership  style  is  marked 
by  a  persistent  identification  with  the 
needs  and  interests  of  others. 


There  is  no  shortage  of  leadership 
books  in  our  day.  While  some 
counsel  a  "commanding"  style  of 
CEO  leadership,  an  equal  number 
recommend  a  more  democratic 
model  that  seeks  buy-in,  input  and 
consensus  at  every  step. 

As  this  Bulletin  arrives,  our  people  will 
be  returning  to  the  very  first  leadership  book, 
the  book  of  Exodus.  We  will  read  how  Moses 
resisted  the  initial  call  to  service,  going  on  to 
become  a  leader  who  remains  an  example  for  all  of  us  through 
this  day. 

And  given  Moses’  esteemed  status,  it  is  fair  to  ask:  What 
precisely  was  his  leadership  style,  the  qualities  that  made  him 
worthy  not  only  of  God’s  consideration,  but  the  attention  of  those 
being  led? 

Moses’  singular  leadership  quality  seems  to  be  in  his  ability 
to  take  someone  else’s  problems  and  make  them  his  own.  From 
the  first  time  he  “goes  out”  to  see  his  brethren  and  reacts  to  the 
Egyptian  hitting  the  Hebrew  slave,  to  separating  the  brawling 
Israelites,  to  protecting  Jethro’s  daughters  at  the  well,  to  speaking 
on  behalf  of  an  entire  people  before  Pharaoh,  Moses’  leadership 
style  is  marked  by  a  persistent  identification  with  the  needs  and 
interests  of  others.  Both  then  and  now,  our  tradition  teaches 
that  this  Mosaic  empathy  is  perhaps  the  most  critical  leadership 
quality  of  all.  The  strength  of  any  institution,  be  it  a  nation  or  a 
synagogue,  is  inevitably  linked  to  the  ability  of  its  leadership  to 
exhibit  this  quality  of  steadfast  concern  for  the  welfare  of  those 
being  led. 


This  month,  both  our  synagogue  and  nation 
will  be  turning  to  the  question  of  leadership. 
With  the  upcoming  presidential  inauguration, 
we  are  honored  to  welcome  the  bestselling 
presidential  historian,  Robert  Dallek,  whose 
books  on  Presidents  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Nixon, 
and  Roosevelt  (amongst  others)  have  defined 
the  field.  He,  along  with  former  White  House 
Jewish  liaisons  Jay  Footlick  and  Noam  Neusner 
(and  guest  musician  Josh  Nelson)  will  make 
this  an  amazing  opportunity  for  our  community 
to  come  together  and  consider  the  question  of  leadership,  past, 
present  and  future. 

Shortly  thereafter,  we  will  all  gather  on  Saturday  night 
February  28th  to  honor  one  particular  leader  of  our  community, 
our  immediate  past-chairman,  Amy  Bressman.  In  her  years 
of  service  to  Park  Avenue  Synagogue,  Amy  has  exemplified 
the  Mosaic  style  of  empathetic  leadership.  From  considering 
the  institutional  goals  of  the  Park  Avenue  family,  to  continual 
attention  to  the  quiet  needs  of  individual  congregants,  Amy  is  a 
leader  led  not  by  her  own  agenda,  but  by  that  of  those  whom  she 
serves.  It  is  precisely  because  Amy’s  tenure  was  characterized  by 
a  leadership  style  reflecting  our  tradition’s  highest  ideals,  that  this 
opportunity  to  honor  her  feels  so  sweet.  I  do  hope  that  each  and 
every  member  of  our  community  is  able  to  give  thanks  to  Amy  at 
both  the  Gala  and  participate  in  the  festive  journal  in  her  honor. 
We  wish  Mazal  Tov  to  Amy,  Bob  and  the  entire  Bressman  family 
on  this  well  deserved  honor  and  look  forward  to  thanking  you 
personally  for  all  that  you  have  done  for  the  community  over 
the  years. 
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Schedule  of  Religious  Services 


Thursday,  January  1  5  Tevet 

New  Year's  Day 

Offices  Closed 

9:00  am  Minyan 

Friday,  January  2  6  Tevet 

Candle  lighting:  4:21  pm 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  January  3  7  Tevet 

Parashat  Vayigash 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
5:45  pm  Mincha 

Tuesday,  January  6  10  Tevet 

Fast  of  As  ar ah  B 'Tevet  the  Tenth  of  Tevet 

Friday,  January  9  13  Tevet 

Candle  lighting:  4:28  pm 
5:15 pm  ECC  Shabbat  Dinner 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  January  10  14  Tevet 

Parashat  Vayechi 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Bar  Mitzvah  of  Matthew  Startler, 

son  of  Suzanne  and  Brian  Stadler 

9:30  am  Havurah  Service 

10:15  am  Jr.  Congregation 

10:15  am  Nitzanim  Service 

11:15  am  Tot  Shabbat 

5:45  pm  Mincha 

Friday,  January  16  20  Tevet 

Candle  lighting:  4:36  pm 
6:15 pm  Friday  Night  Special  Musical 
Shabbat  Service 
Singles'  Service 

Saturday,  January  17  21  Tevet 

Parashat  Shemot 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
Bar  Mitzvah  of  Simon  Usdan, 
son  of  Eva  and  John  Usdan 
5:00  pm  Mincha 


Friday,  January  23  27  Tevet 

Candle  lighting:  4:44  pm 

Shabbaton 

6:15 pm  Friday  Night  Special  Musical 
Shabbat  Service 

Saturday,  January  24  28  Tevet 

Parashat  Vaera 

Shabbaton 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

9:30  am  Havurah  Service 

Shabbat  Lunch  and  Speaker  after  Services 

11:15  am  Tot  Shabbat 

5:00  pm  Shabbat  B  [vachad 

6:00pm  Musical  Havdalah  and  Concert 

5:00 pm  Mincha 

Sunday,  January  25  29  Tevet 

Social  Action  Sunday 

Monday,  January  26  1  Sh'vat 

Rosh  Chodesh  Sh'vat 

Friday,  January  30  5  Sh'vat 

Candle  lighting:  4:52  pm 
6:15 pm  Friday  Night  Special  Musical 
Shabbat  Service 

Children's  Birthday  Service 

Saturday,  January  31  6  Sh'vat 

Parashat  Bo 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Bat  Mitzvah  of  Hannah  Poss, 

daughter  of  Judy  and  Jeffrey  Poss 

10:15  amAx.  Congregation 

5:15  pm  Mincha 

EXCEPT  AS  NOTED 

Daily  Minyanim  Monday-Friday  at  7:15  am; 
Sundays  and  Legal  Holidays  at  9:00  am. 

Mincha  Sunday-Thursday  at  5:45  pm. 
Hashkama  Saturdays  and  Yom  Tov  at  7:30  am. 

Information  is  subject  to  change. 

Confirm  at  www.pasyn.org  or  with  the  office. 


What  is  a  Shabbaton? 

Friday,  January  23 
Saturday,  January  24 


A  time  to  reflect;  a  time  to 
learn;  a  time  to  feel  part 
of  a  community;  a  time  for 
children  and  adults  to  be 
enlightened  and  enriched; 
a  time  when  a  spirit  of 
excitement  and  vitality 
permeates  the  synagogue. 

An  opportunity  to  experience  a 
full  Shabbat.  Begin  with  Friday  night 
services  and  dinner,  through  Shabbat 
morning  prayer,  kiddush  and  lunch, 
learning,  song,  celebration,  and  relax¬ 
ation,  and  concluding  with  a  special 
musical  Havdalah. 


Rabbi  Elliot  J.  Cosgrove  and  Rabbi  Michael  J.  Graetz  will  preach  and  conduct  the  services  together  with 
Cantor  David  Lefkowitz  and  Cantor  Nancy  Abramson  and  the  Synagogue  Choir,  with  Neil  Robinson  at  the  organ. 


Do  you  know  someone  ill,  elderly  or  homebound? 

The  P.A.S.  Bikur  Cholim  Caring  Committee — IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF  Dr.  Albert  and  Phyllis  L.  Cornell — 

reaches  out  to  those  in  need  through  telephone  calls,  visits,  and  holiday  packages.  The  Caring  Committee  is 
comprised  of  trained  volunteers  committed  to  providing  confidential  hands-on  support  and  companionship 
to  members  of  our  congregation. 

To  arrange  for  this  mitzvah,  please  call  the  Rabbi  s  office  at  212-369-2600  ext.  120. 


www.pasyn.org 
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Her  vision  and  the  initiatives  that  grew  out  of 
it  have  done  much  to  strengthen  the  synagogue 
and  guide  its  direction  for  years  to  come. 


Celebrating  Our 
Former  Chairman 
Amy  A.B.  Bressman 


By  Marsha  Eppler  Colvin,  Lynn  Halffinger  and  Nancy  Hirschtritt,  Gala  Chairs 


On  Saturday,  February  28,  2009,  our 
congregation  will  honor  Amy  A.  B.  Bressman, 
immediate  past  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Avenue  Synagogue.  The  Gala  will  celebrate 
Amy's  remarkable  leadership  over  the  five  years 
of  her  tenure  from  September  2002  through 
June  2008.  Her  vision  and  the  initiatives  that 
grew  out  of  it  have  done  much  to  strengthen  the 
synagogue  and  guide  its  direction  for  years  to 
come. 

Among  her  top  accomplishments:  Amy  can  be  credited  with 
increasing  our  focus  on  Israel,  with  two  successful  congrega¬ 
tional  trips  that  included  over  370  people.  The  yearly  themes  she 
established  created  a  greater  sense  of  community,  as  we  studied 
together,  prayed  together,  and  reflected  on  our  lives  and  responsi¬ 
bilities  as  Jews. 

As  Chairman,  Amy  emphasized  the  importance  of  planning 
ahead  to  ensure  a  strong  financial  future.  She  reinstituted  the 
annual  Gala  as  a  fundraiser  and  community-wide  celebration  of 
synagogue  leaders.  To  commemorate  our  125th  Anniversary, 
she  launched  the  Torah  Project,  commissioning  a  Torah  Scroll 
inscribed  by  over  1,000  members  of  the  congregation  under  the 
supervision  of  a  scribe.  Gifts  were  directed  to  an  endowment 
fund  for  the  future  of  the  synagogue.  The  dedication  of  the  Torah 
and  its  ceremonial  placement  in  the  Ark  were  a  high  point  in  our 
communal  life. 


Essential  to  her  success  as  Chairman  was  Amy’s  ability  to  en¬ 
gage  the  Board  of  Trustees,  clergy  and  staff  in  re-visioning  their 
leadership  to  support  hers.  The  collaborative  effort  of  the  Search 
Committee  for  a  new  Senior  Rabbi  resulted  in  the  selection  of 
Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove  and  Interim  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  both 
of  whom  have  been  welcomed  by  a  congregation  eager  for  their 
leadership. 

As  the  first  female  Chairman  of  P.A.S.,  Amy  Bressman  brought 
significant  skills  and  knowledge  from  her  prior  years  of  service  at 
the  synagogue  and  in  Jewish  communal  life.  Within  the  syna¬ 
gogue,  she  served  as  Vice-President  of  the  Board,  Chair  of  the 
Synagogue  School  Board,  and  Chair  of  the  Israel  50th  Birthday 
celebration.  As  a  veteran  leader  in  UJA-NY  Federation,  Amy 
served  on  the  New  York  Executive  Committee  of  Business  and 
Professional  Women  and  was  on  the  National  Women’s  Young 
Leadership  Cabinet  of  UJA.  She  was  selected  to  be  a  Wexner 
Heritage  Foundation  Fellow  and  participated  in  the  program  from 
1993  to  1998.  From  1999  to  2002,  she  served  as  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Town  School.  Professionally,  she 
worked  for  IBM  in  the  areas  of  marketing  and  consulting. 

Any  tribute  to  Amy  must  include  her  extraordinary  family, 
husband  Robert  and  children  Will,  Theodore  and  Elbe.  Our  con¬ 
gregation  is  so  fortunate  to  have  them  among  us,  having  shared 
the  precious  resources  of  wife  and  mother  with  our  congregation. 
Kol  Hakavod!! 
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Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Happenings 


Shabbaton  2009/5769 

'The  Presidency,  the  Jews  and  the  National  Interest:  Integral  Parts  of  the  American  Mosaic' 

Friday,  January  23 
Saturday,  January  24 

Friday,  January  23  |  Dinner  following  Services  |  Keynote  Speaker:  Robert  Dallek  |  $® 

'American  Presidents  as  Leaders:  What  Does  it  Take?" 

Saturday,  January  24  j  Shabbat  morning  |  Keynote  Speaker:  Robert  Dallek 
"Ethics  of  the  Presidency:  Past,  Present  and  Future" 

Saturday,  January  24  |  Shabbat  Afternoon  following  lunch  \  Jay  Footlik  and  Noam  Neusner  |  $  © 

"A  View  From  the  Inside:  Perspectives  from  Two  Jewish  White  House  Liaisons" 

a  moderated  discussion  will  follow  with  Robert  Dallek 

Saturday,  January  24  |  6:00  pm  |  Featuring  Josh  Nelson  and  The  Josh  Nelson  Project 

Musical  Havdalah  and  Concert 
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robert  dallek,  acclaimed  historian  of  the  American  presidency  and  popular  commentator  on  the  American 
political  process,  stands  in  the  front  ranks  of  contemporary  historians.  His  body  of  work  explores  critical 
issues  relevant  to  our  current  domestic  and  international  crises  and  the  nature  of  leadership  in  a  world  beset 
by  problems  of  utmost  urgency.  Dallek ’s  latest  book,  Partners  in  Power:  Nixon  and  Kissinger,  generated  tre¬ 
mendous  reviews  and  media  attention.  He  is  a  frequent  commentator  on  radio  and  television,  including  NPR, 
CNN,  and  NBC. 

jay  footlik,  a  former  Special  Assistant  to  President  Clinton  in  the  White  House  Office  of  Public  Liaison, 
served  as  the  President’s  principal  liaison  to  the  American  Jewish  community.  In  2004  Footlik  was  Senior  Ad¬ 
visor  on  Middle  East  and  Jewish  Affairs  for  the  Kerry/Edwards  Campaign.  Currently  he  serves  on  the  boards 
of  the  American  Council  of  Young  Political  Leaders  (ACYPL),  the  American  Friends  of  the  Rabin  Center  and 
is  a  founding  board  member  of  SAFE  (Securing  America 's  Future  Energy)  dedicated  to  reducing  America  s 
dependency  on  oil. 

noam  neusner,  a  communications  strategist,  speechwriter,  journalist,  and  author,  is  the  founding  principal  of 
Neusner  Communications  LLC.  Neusner  was  President  George  W.  Bush  s  primary  speechwriter  on  domestic 
policy  and  served  as  the  liaison  to  the  Jewish  community.  He  also  served  as  Joshua  Bolten  s  Director  of  Com¬ 
munications  and  Strategic  Planning  at  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget,  a  cabinet-level  agency.  Neusner 
has  been  profiled  in  many  publications,  including  the  National  Journal,  which  named  him  one  of  the  Bush 
Administration  s  top  decision-makers. 

josh  nelson's  music  combines  contemporary  sound  and  rhythms  with  Jewish  spirit.  A  multi-instrumentalist 
and  songwriter,  Josh  is  one  of  the  most  popular  performers  and  producers  in  modern  Jewish  music.  His 
performances  with  the  Josh  Nelson  Project  excite  audiences  and  ignite  community  feelings  at  congregations, 
organizations,  and  camps  across  North  America.  They  have  appeared  at  international  conventions  for  each 
of  the  major  youth  movements  in  the  USA,  the  United  Jewish  Communities  General  Assembly,  URJ  Biennial 
Conventions,  JCCA  National  Conventions,  CAJE  conferences,  and  the  JCC  Maccabi  Games. 
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See  page  9  for  special  Shabbaton  programming  for  children 


$  ©.  Be  sure  to  make  your  reservations  using  the  R.S.  VP.  card  you  received  in  the  mail 


www.pasyn.org 
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Arms’  and  Committees’  Programs  and  Events 


Park  Avenue 
Synagogue 

Gala  2009 

The  Gala  has  come  home! 


Men's  Club 


Men's  Club  Economic  Forum 
Thursday,  January  8  |  7:00  pm 

Our  annual  Economic  Forum,  always  a  popular  event,  is  now  a  'must-attend'  event  for 
everyone.  Led  by  our  own  Maury  Harris,  a  leading  economist,  his  panel  will  give  us 
some  important  perceptions  on  the  current  economic  crisis,  and  how  we  can  cope.  The 
program  is  free  to  all  synagogue  members.  Coffee  and  dessert  will  be  served. 

World  Wide  Wrap 

Sunday,  February  1  |  9:00  am 

The  Men's  Club  will  host  a  brunch  and  instruction  on  how  to  lay  t'fillin.  All  are  wel¬ 
come  and  the  event  is  free. 


Saturday,  February  28,  2009 
7:30  pm  J  Cocktails 
8:30  pm  |  Dinner  Dance 

Please  note,  in  recognition  of  the  current 
economic  climate  the  venue  has  been 
changed  to  PA. S. 

Get  Involved.  Join  the  Gala  Commit¬ 
tee.  Help  to  plan  and  work  together 
on  this  major  celebration  honoring 
past  Chairman  Amy  A.B.  Bressman 
and  celebrating  our  community. 

Contact 

the  P.A.S.  Offices  at: 

212-369-2600 

or 

Marcia  Eppler  Colvin: 

mecolvin@aol.com 

or 

Lynn  Halbfinger: 
lmhalb@aol.com 
or 

Nancy  Hirschtritt: 
hirschtrittn@ujafedny.  org. 


Super  Bowl  Bash  |  Sunday,  February  1  j  5:30  pm  |  $ 

The  Super  Bowl  Bash,  hosted  by  the  Men's  Club,  Singles,  and  Young  Couples  Groups, 
will  take  place  in  the  synagogue  Lower  Level.  We  will  have  big  screen  TVs,  events  for 
children,  lots  of  food  and  drinks,  all  in  a  festive  atmosphere.  Admission  is  $25  for  adults 
and  $12  for  children  under  13. 


P.A.S.  Singles  Committee 

Friday  Night  Special  Musical  Shabbat  Service 
Friday,  January  16  |  6:15  pm 

Music  by  a  special  Combo,  followed  by  light  supper  and  beverages  for  singles,  as  well 
as  the  regular  evening  Kiddush. 

For  information,  contact  Les  Agisim  at  tcrmadv@aol.com  or  Vera  Wolff  Sullivan  at 
vera.sullivan@diversityforce.net. 


WEG - 

Join  Women's  Evening  Group.  Give  Yourself  a  Present! 

The  new  year  is  time  to  think  about  new  opportunities  to  enrich  our  lives.  Women's 
Evening  Group  (WEG)  has  a  suggestion:  become  a  member! 

Membership  brings  privileges  and  opportunities  from  the  moment  you  join  this  com¬ 
munity  of  women  of  all  ages  and  interests.  The  WEG  experience  includes  programs, 
trips,  events,  and  new  friends. 

Check  out  the  Women's  Evening  Group  page  on  the  synagogue  web  site: 
www.pasyn.org.  It  is  easy  to  join  WEG.  Just  send  a  $50  check,  made  payable  to 
"P.A.S. -WEG"  to  WEG,  Park  Avenue  Synagogue.  This  includes  membership  in 
the  Women's  League  for  Conservative  Judaism.  Let  us  know  how  you  prefer  to  be 
reached:  by  telephone,  e-mail— and  give  us  the  information.  WEG  looks  forward  to 
greeting  you  at  the  next  event,  as  a  member. 


Celebrating  a  Simcha?  A  birthday,  anniversary,  engagement, 
wedding,  new  grandchild,  or  anything  else  for  which  you  are  grateful? 
Sponsor  a  breakfast  Kiddush  any  weekday  after  our  Morning  Minyan. 

Contact  Lynn  Schneider  at  the  synagogue  for  more  information,  212-369-2600  or  lschneider@pasyn.org. 
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Lost  Art  Rediscovered:  Rashi's  Maps  and  Diagrams  Restored 
Wednesday,  January  28  |  7:00  pm 

Rashi,  the  familiar  name  of  Rabbi  Solomon  son  of  Isaac,  was  born  in  Troyes  in  northern  France  in  1030  or  1040  and  died  in  1 105.  His 
commentary  on  the  Babylonian  Talmud  is  definitive  and  his  is  the  single  most  influential  on  the  Torah.  Both  works  originally  included 
his  diagrams  and  schematic  maps.  While  some  editions  of  the  Talmud  include  his  line  drawings,  they  have  been  left  out  of  his  Bible 
commentary  and  had  disappeared  from  general  knowledge  and  usage  until  they  were  rediscovered  in  the  19th  century. 

Meyer  Gruber  has  been  locating  and  cataloguing  these  missing  parts  of  Rashi’s  commentaries  to  explain  their  value  to  our  under¬ 
standing.  Gruber's  work  influenced  other  scholars  preparing  updated  editions  of  Rashi’s  commentaries  to  include  Rashi’s  maps  and 
diagrams  for  the  first  time. 

Dr.  Gruber  will  tell  us  about  their  disappearance,  restoration,  and  meaning  and  share  with  us  transparencies,  color  slides  and  digital 
images  of  Rashi’s  drawings. 

rabbi  mayer  i.  gruber,  PH.D.  brings  to  us  the  benefits  of  his  wide  experience ,  scholarship ,  and  travel:  ordained  by  JTS,  after 
attaining  an  A.B.  in  history  from  Duke  University,  he  has  a  Ph.D  .in  Ancient  Semitic  Languages  and  Cultures  from  Columbia 
University.  He  taught  and  served  as  a  congregational  rabbi  in  the  U.S.  before  making  Aliyah  in  1980,  where  he  is  Professor 
in  the  Department  of  Bible  Archaeology’  and  Ancient  Near  East  at  Ben-Gurion  University  of  the  Negev  in  Beersheva,  Israel. 
Widely  published,  he  is  spending  his  sabbatical  leave  as  Visiting  Scholar  at  Texas  Christian  University  in  Fort  Worth  and  will 
be  Visiting  Scholar  at  the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Dedza,  Malawi  in  Central  Africa  during  the  spring  and  early  summer 
of 2009. 


Presented  by  Israel  Committee  &  WEG 


Reclaiming  Eden:  A  Tu  B'Shevat  Seder  with  an  Ecological  Twist 
Monday,  February  9  |  7:00  pm  |  $© 

Through  film,  text  study  and  song  we  will  celebrate  Tu  BiSh'vat  and  learn  about  our  stake  in  Israel's  ecology — its  advances,  challenges 
and  how  it  affects  us  and  the  world  in  which  we  live.  What  better  way  to  mark  this  holiday  which  celebrates  the  link  between  God, 
nature,  the  land  and  the  people  of  Israel?  Led  by  our  clergy  with  special  guest  from  Israel,  Naomi  Freedman.  A  light  Israeli  style  din¬ 
ner  will  be  served.  Reservations  required.  $  18/person. 

$  ©  To  register  contact  Sarah  Gribetz  at  sgribetz@pasyn.org  or  212-369-2600  ext.  142. 


naomi  freedman  serves  as  the  shlicha  (emissary)  from  Israel  to  the  Conservative  Movement  in  America.  She  is  the  first  "born 
and  bred"  Conservative/Masorti  Israeli  of  her  generation  to  do  so.  She  brings  a  rich  background  as  a  former  guide  for  SPNI 
(The  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Nature  in  Israel). 


P.A.S  Is  Just  a  Klik  Away 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue’s  website,  www.pasyn.org  has  the  latest  news, 
events,  and  times  for  any  synagogue-related  activity.  And  it  also  has  lots  of 
information  about  classes,  programs,  events,  people,  organizations,  and  meetings. 
Transcripts  of  Shabbat  sermons  are  also  available. 

Sign  up  for  e-mail  notifications!  Communicate  with  clergy  and  staff! 


www.pasyn.org 
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B'nei  Mitzvah 


Matthew  Stadler  |  January  10 

Matthew  Stadler  has  attended  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Congregational  School  since  kindergarten. 
He  is  a  Seventh  Grader  at  the  Fieldston  School,  where  math  and  science  are  his  favorite  subjects. 

Matt  enjoys  sports,  particularly  baseball.  He  plays  on  a  travel  baseball  team  and  is  a  big  Yankees 
fan.  During  the  summer.  Matt  attends  Camp  Takajo  in  Maine.  He  is  looking  forward  to  his  fifth  year. 

Matt  loves  spending  time  with  his  friends  and  family.  Holidays  are  special,  especially  Passover  in 
Florida  with  his  cousins,  aunts  and  uncles,  grandparents  and  great-grandmother. 

Matt  would  like  to  thank  the  clergy,  his  teachers  and  his  family  for  helping  him  prepare  for  his  Bar 
Mitzvah. 


Hannah  Poss  I  January  31 

Hannah  Eve  Poss  was  bom  in  London,  England  and  moved  to  NYC  on  her  first  birthday.  She  has  two 
younger  siblings,  Sarah  and  Jonathan.  Hannah  has  been  attending  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  since  the 
Early  Childhood  Center  and  is  currently  a  Seventh  Grader  at  The  Spence  School. 

Hannah  loves  traveling  and  has  visited  Israel  twice,  most  recently  as  part  of  the  Park  Avenue  Syna¬ 
gogue  congregational  trip  last  December.  During  this  visit  she  participated  in  the  B'nai  Mitzvah  cer¬ 
emony  in  Jerusalem.  She  loves  sports,  particularly  soccer  and  tennis  and  looks  forward  to  her  summers 
at  Raquette  Lake  Girls  Camp  in  the  Adirondacks.  Hannah  has  a  kind  and  generous  spirit,  a  tremendous 
bond  with  her  family  and  friends,  and  a  desire  to  help  others.  Last  year  in  Israel,  she  met  and  played 
soccer  with  a  group  of  Ethiopian-Israeli  girls  for  whom  she  is  currently  raising  funds  to  support  an 
after-school  athletic  and  enrichment  program.  Hannah  is  also  a  volunteer  in  the  92nd  Street  Y's  Teen 
Community  Service  Program. 

Hannah  would  like  to  thank  the  clergy,  teachers  and  staff  at  P.A.S.  for  their  guidance  and  wisdom 
over  the  years,  especially  in  helping  her  prepare  to  become  a  Bat  Mitzvah. 


Shalom 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue  warmly  welcomes  these  new  members  to  our  congregational  family: 

Nicole  Speier  and  Lawrence  Cyrlin 
Liora  and  Lawrence  Fogelman 
Arlene  Isaacs 


Condolences 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue  extends  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  of  our  congregation  and  their  families: 

Joel  I.  Cherwin,  on  the  loss  of  his  sister,  Sybil  Masters; 

Ida  Snell,  on  the  loss  of  her  husband,  Dr.  Philip  Snell; 

Eric  Stotter,  on  the  loss  of  his  father,  Arnold  H.  Stotter; 

Marc  Wallack,  on  the  loss  of  his  mother,  Ella  Wallack. 


Note:  if  you  have  family  news  to  share  with  the  congregation,  please  contact  Lynn  Schneider  at  212-369-2600  or  lschneider@pasyn.org. 
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News  from  Our  Schools 


A  Welcome  Addition 

Ron  Koas,  Education  Director 

Our  Congregational  School  here  at  Park  Avenue  Syn¬ 
agogue  is  recognized  near  and  far  as  a  model  institu¬ 
tion.  There  is  great  enthusiasm  among  faculty  and 
students,  a  high  level  of  academic  excellence,  and  a 
wonderful  Shabbat  Junior  Congregation.  Does  this  mean  we  can 
just  rest  on  our  laurels  and  "shep  nachas  ”  from  our  great  school? 
Of  course  not!  We  always  need  to  strive  for  improvement;  we 
never  have  “arrived”  completely.  That  is  why  I  am  pleased  to  tell 
you  about  a  new  position  that  has  been  created  to  help  us  con¬ 
stantly  better  ourselves,  that  of  Curriculum  Consultant. 

Gideon  Ribalow  Levin,  grandson  of  our  esteemed  late  Rabbi 
Nadich,  will  be  taking  on  this  new  part-time  position.  Gideon 
is  a  former  P.A.S.  teacher,  and  currently  teaches  at  the  Heschel 
School.  He  will  work  closely  in  conjunction  with  me,  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Committee,  and  the  P.A.S.  school  community  to  ensure  an 
effective  curriculum  is  developed  for  all  students  and  families.  He 
will  evaluate  the  existing  curriculum  to  see  what  changes  can  be 
made.  These  may  include  updating  books  and  materials  we  use, 
as  well  as  finding  new  and  exciting  manipulative  materials  which 
can  be  integrated  into  the  classrooms  to  make  lessons  more  rel¬ 
evant.  Gideon  will  also  assist  and  guide  teachers,  especially  new 
ones,  on  how  to  differentiate  classroom  instruction  so  that  they 
reach  all  learners.  Throughout  the  year  he  will  provide  feedback 
to  teachers,  families,  and  board  members  that  will  enable  the 
school  and  its  curriculum  to  grow  and  flourish. 


January  Highlights  see  page  15  for  complete  calendar 


Tot  Shabbat 

Saturdays,  January  10,  24  |  11:15  am-12:00  pm 

Endowed  in  loving  memory  of  Lea  Oberdorfer 

P.A.S.  offers  toddlers  and  preschoolers  the  wonderful  opportunity 
to  celebrate  together  with  their  parents,  grandparents  and  friends 
on  Shabbat. 


January  Birthday  Celebration 
Friday,  January  30  |  6:15  pm 

Bring  Shabbat  into  your  children’s  lives  by  celebrating  their 
birthdays  at  Park  Avenue  Synagogue.  All  children  with  Janu¬ 
ary  birthdays  will  be  called  up  to  the  bimah  and  honored  at  our 
Birthday  Celebration  Service.  Come  as  a  family  and  celebrate. 

Contact  Rabbi  Graetz's  office  for  details. 


Introducing:  Shlomi  Cohen 

Although  Shlomi  Cohen,  who 
became  Director  of  our  High 
School  and  Youth  Programs  in 
September,  comes  from  a  very 
different  background  than  the  Upper  East 
Side  of  Manhattan,  he  has  tremendous  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  young  people  he  leads. 
"Adolescents  are  busy  experiencing 
life,  learning  to  be  independent,  experimenting  with  friendship, 
exploring  the  world... and  rebelling  against  authority, "  he  says. 
This  is  all  part  of  growing  up,  identifying  your  boundaries  and 
your  self."  While  our  students  are  nurtured  by  their  good  families 
and  better  schools,  and  are  more  privileged  than  those  he  knew 
in  13  years  of  working  with  kids  from  difficult  backgrounds, 
they  have  the  same  basic  adolescent  needs:  to  separate  from  their 
families  and  culture  while  staying  in  touch. 

Shlomi  came  from  Israel  5  Vi  years  ago.  He  and  his  wife,  who 
has  completed  her  Ph.D.  studies  in  Law  from  Columbia,  have  a 
son  of  3  'A  and  are  expecting  a  second  child  in  January. 

Growing  up  in  a  small  town  in  Israel,  he  recognized  that  the 
local  schools  were  not  good  and  at  16  chose  to  travel  1  hours 
each  way  to  go  to  a  better  high  school.  After  serving  in  the  Army, 
he  studied  in  Hebrew  University  in  a  program  geared  to  people 
who  came  from  development  towns  and  poor  urban  areas  and  was 
one  of  20  selected  for  a  leadership  program. 

In  Jerusalem  he  worked  with  underprivileged  youth,  at  the 
Youth  Protection  Authority,  a  24-hour  facility  for  girls  removed 
from  their  families  by  court  order;  and  later  ran  a  halfway  house 
in  Jerusalem.  He  graduated  from  Tel  Aviv  University,  then 
obtained  his  Masters  in  Jewish  Education  from  JTS,  where  he 
worked  as  a  teacher  and  assistant  principal  of  the  high  school. 

With  pride  and  admiration,  the  new  director  notes  that  the 
Judah  Nadich  High  School  is  the  only  Conservative  High  School 
in  the  city  providing  regular,  vibrant  classes.  The  curriculum  and 
courses  are  designed  to  respect  the  needs  of  its  students,  who 
have  so  many  pressures  on  them — especially  1 1th  Graders,  who 
are  involved  with  college  applications.  P.A.S  values  the  fact  that 
these  students  do  come  here,  and  in  return,  provides  for  them  a 
high  level  of  academic  studies  dealing  with  core  issues  of  Jewish 
history  and  culture  and  exciting  programs  geared  to  their  lives, 
needs,  and  interests.  The  regular  programs  include  monthly 
sessions  with  guest  speakers  for  students  and  their  parents,  and 
classes  with  Rabbi  Cosgrove.  "It  is  very  important  that  our 
students,  who  go  to  different  academic  high  schools,  develop  a 
strong  sense  of  Jewish  community  here,  in  a  place  that  is  com¬ 
fortable  and  safe  to  socialize,  study,  and  experiment  with  their 
own  issues,"  he  summarizes. 


Special  Children's  Program  during  Shabbaton  2009 


Saturday,  January  24  |  5:00-7:00  pm  |  Congregational  School  Shabbat  B 'yachad  |  Special  musical  program  with  guest 
musician  Josh  Nelson.  Open  to  all  third  to  sixth  grade  students  and  their  parents  in  our  congregation. 


www.  pasy  n .  org 
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Jewish  Life 


Evening  Book  Discussion  Group  I  Monday,  January  12  I  8:00  pm 

"A  Simple  Story'  by  S.Y.  Agnon  will  be  discussed.  This  novel  was  translated  in  to  English  after  the  death  of  Nobel 
Prize  winning  author  S.Y.  Agnon.  The  story  takes  place  in  the  1930s  in  a  small  town  in  the  Austro-Hungarian  Em¬ 
pire  and  tells  a  touching  story  of  love  found  and  lost,  while  depicting  the  lives  of  middle  class  Jewish  people. 


Israeli  Film  Series  I  "Close  To  Home"  (Karov  La  Bayit)  (2007) 

Wednesday,  January  14  I  7:00  pm 

First-time  filmmakers  Dalia  Hager  and  Vidi  Bilu  break  fresh  ground  with  "Close  To  Home,"  bringing  the  lives  of  Is¬ 
rael's  female  soldiers  to  the  screen  for  the  first  time.  Drawing  on  one  of  the  writer/directors'  own  army  experiences, 
it  charts  the  slow-starting  friendship  between  Smadar  (Smadar  Sayar)  and  Mirit  (Naama  Schendar),  two  18-year-old 
conscripts  assigned  to  scout  the  streets  of  Jerusalem  together.  More  a  buddy  movie  than  a  political  one,  it  nonethe¬ 
less  captures  the  festering  tensions  of  a  divided  city. 


P.A.S.  Art  Gallery  I  Located  on  the  2nd  floor  Mezzanine 

"God's  Vase,"  Photographs  by  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz 

Through  his  evocative  photography,  Rabbi  Graetz  takes  us  on  a  journey  to  view  God's  creations  as  they  bloom  with 
the  winter  rains,  turning  the  dry  sands  of  the  desert  into  a  veritable  vase  of  flowers.  Images  of  the  desert  landscape 
and  its  flora,  accompanied  by  Biblical  text  sources,  offer  a  unique  perspective  on  Israel  and  its  extraordinary  natural 
beauty. 

A  limited  edition  of  prints  are  available  for  sale.  For  more  information,  contact  Sarah  Gribetz  at  sgribetz@pasyn.org  or  ext.  142. 


Invitation  to  travel  to  Poland  and  Israel  with  Cantor  Abramson 

I  hope  you  will  join  me  (and  100  of  my  cantorial  colleagues)  as  part  of  a  historical,  emotional  and  inspirational 
mission  connecting  you  to  1,000  years  of  Jewish  history  in  Poland  and  to  4.000  years  of  history  in  our  ancestral 
homeland.  The  dates  are  June  29-July  12,  2009,  with  seven  days  in  Poland  and  seven  days  in  Israel.  Highlights 
in  Poland  include  visits  and  concerts  in  Warsaw  and  Krakow,  a  moving  memorial  at  Auschwitz,  daily  lectures  with 
renowned  scholar  Dr.  Stephen  Berk  and  a  Shabbat  celebration  with  100  cantors.  In  Israel  you  will  participate  in 
special  concerts  at  Masada,  the  Hatzerim  Air  Force  Base  and  HaYarkon  Park  in  Tel  Aviv,  Shabbat  in  Jerusalem  and 
much  more.  There  will  be  tracks  for  first  time  visitors  to  Israel,  and  new  experiences  for  those  who  have  visited 
before.  The  trip  will  offer  engagement  for  adults,  families  and  of  course  music  lovers.  It  can  be  done  as  a  full  two 
week  experience,  or  you  can  attend  either  week  separately.  I  look  forward  to  sharing  details  of  this  amazing  mission 
with  you. 

Please  contact  me  at  212-369-2600,  ext.  125  or  nabramson@pasyn.org  if  you’re  interested  in  learning  more. 


OPEN 

CALL 


Purim  Spiel 

Riding  on  the  success  of  last  year's  "The  Megillah  According  to  Broadway"  we  will  once  again  put  on  a  Purim 
Spiel.  This  year 's  original  musical  drama  will  be  performed  on  Monday  night,  March  9,  2009.  We  need  actors, 
singers,  script  consultants,  costume  and  stage  crews,  musicians,  dancers,  photographers  and  of  course  an  involved 
audience.  Rehearsals  begin  on  Sunday,  January  4,  10:30  am-12:30  pm.  At  this  rehearsal  we  will  run  through  the 
script  and  hold  auditions.  Those  interested  in  performing  must  be  available  for  Sunday  morning  rehearsals. 

For  all  those  interested  in  participating  in  all  tasks  other  than  audience,  please  contact  Cantor  Abramson  at 
2 1 2-369-2600  ext.  125  or  nabramson@pasyn.org.  Everyone  is  welcome!  Rehearsals:  Sundays,  January’  4,  11,  18  and  25, 
all  at  10:30  am-12:30  pm. 
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Adult  Education 


New 


Everything  You  Wanted  to  Know  About  the  Shabbat  Morning  Service... 

But  Were  Afraid  To  Ask  I  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  Instructor 
January  10,  31,  February  7  |  10:15-11:15  am  |  © 

Every  question  will  be  taken  seriously  in  this  study  session  as  we  aim  to  demystify  the  Shabbat  morning  service. 

We  will  examine  the  structure  of  the  service,  the  meaning  of  the  prayers  and  what  exactly  is  going  on  as  we  bow, 
move  and  pray.  This  three-session  class  is  intended  for  parents  of  students  in  the  Congregational  School  (though  all 
are  welcome)  as  a  special  opportunity  to  spend  time  learning  together  with  Rabbi  Graetz  and  each  other  while  their 
children  are  in  Junior  Congregation.  There  is  no  fee  for  this  class. 

©  For  details  or  to  register,  contact  Sarah  Gribetz  at  sgribetz@pasyn.org  or  212-369-2600  ext  142. 


Parenting  Through  a  Jewish  Lens  I  Sarah  Gribetz  and  Dina  Mann,  instructors 
Wednesdays  January  7,  14,21  |  10:30-11:30  am  |  © 

The  joys,  delights  and  challenges  of  raising  a  child  in  the  21st  century  will  be  discussed  and  explored  through  mod¬ 
ern  and  traditional  Jewish  texts  to  provide  parents  of  children  of  varying  ages  a  context  to  raise  strongly  identified 
Jewish  families.  All  levels  of  background  welcome. 

©  Register  by  e-mail  with  Lynley  Lys  at  llys@pasyn.org. 


Monday  Night  is  Hebrew  at  P.A.S.  |  $© 

Trimester  1  (Fall)  j  October  27-December  15 

Trimester  2  (Winter)  |  January  5-March  16  (No  class  January  19) 

Trimester  3  (Spring)  j  March  23-May  11 

Class 

Siddur  Hebrew  I*  .... 

Siddur  Hebrew  II . 

Modern  Hebrew  I*  * 

Modern  Hebrew  II... 

Modern  Hebrew  III.. 

Hebrew  Texts*  *  *  .... 

Siddur  Hebrew  is  geared  for  students  interested  in  developing  their  proficiency  in  our  prayer  services — whether  the  daily 
Minyan,  Shabbat  or  holidays. 

Modern  Hebrew  is  intended  for  those  students  interested  in  learning  to  ready,  write  and  speak  modern  Hebrew. 

*  *  *  Hebrew  Texts  for  Hebrew  Speakers  is  pitched  for  Hebrew  speakers  [Israelis  and  others  fluent  in  Hebrew]  who  want  an 
intimate  environment  to  read  and  discuss  topical  Hebrew  texts  and  essays  with  other  fluent  members  of  our  community. 

$  ©  Registration  required:  $50/member;  $7 5 /non  member  per  trimester.  Contact  Sarah  Gribetz  at  sgribetz@pasyn.org  or 
212-369-2600  ext.  142. 


Instructor  Time 

.  Dina  Mann . 6:30—7:30  pm 

. Sarah  Gribetz . 6:30-7:30  pm 

. Andi  Meiseles . 7:30—8:30  pm 

. Andi  Meiseles . 6:30—7:30  pm 

. Varda  Hubara . 7:30—8:30  pm 

Rabbi  Michael  Graetz . 6:30-7:30  pm 


The  Sacred  Theater 

"What  Are  We  Acting  Out  During  the  Prayer  Service?" 

Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor  |  Mondays  |  7:30— 8:30  pm 

Prayer  includes  ritual  expression,  and  ritual  usually  includes  prayer.  Ritual  has  been  described  as  the  “sacred  theater” 
of  prayer  in  which  events  of  the  past  are  relived,  and  the  future  is  felt.  In  this  course  we  will  explore  the  rituals  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  prayer  services,  with  a  view  of  seeing  the  prayer  texts  as  scripts  and  each  of  us  as  players  in  Jewish 
“sacred  theater.”  We  will  learn  about  when  and  why  do  we  bow,  step  forward  or  backward,  raise  our  glance  or  lower 
it?  We  will  address  all  of  these  questions  and  more,  and  put  them  all  in  the  context  of  the  development  of  Jewish 
prayers  and  prayer  services. 


www.pasyn.org 
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Adult  Education  continued 


Ongoing  Classes  no  pre-registration  necessary,  come  whenever  you  are  able  to 


Essential  Essays  I  Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove,  instructor  I  Tuesday  mornings  8:00-8:45  am 

Join  us  to  discuss  essays  on  Jewish  philosophy,  theology  and  thought.  Essays  are  available  for  pick-up  in  the  flyer 
rack  near  the  front  desk. 


Jewish  Thought  in  Our  Day  I  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor  I  Tuesdays  |  11:00  am 

We  will  read  and  discuss  short  essays  which  focus  on  Jewish  thought  and  theology  in  our  days.  These  will  be  con¬ 
temporary  writers  about  the  philosophy  and  religious  approaches  of  Jews  in  the  21st  century. 


v,, 

\ 
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Mishnah  Musings  I  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor  I  Thursdays,  January  8,  15,  22,  29  I  8:00-8:45  am 

Join  us  to  discuss  the  most  basic  text  of  Jewish  practice,  the  Mishnah.  We  will  explore  the  philosophy  of  Jewish 
religious  life  as  expressed  in  the  second  most  important  book  in  Jewish  religion  after  the  Bible.  Study  sheets  are 
available  in  the  flyer  rack  near  the  front  desk. 


Lunch  and  Study  I  Thursdays,  January  8,  15,22,29  I  11:00  am-l:00  pm 

In  January,  Lunch  'n'  Learn  will  be  taught  by  Cantor  David  Lefkowitz.  We  will  re-examine  some  of  the  treasures  of 
our  heritage  which  great  pioneer  synagogue  composers  of  the  19th  Century  left  us  as  a  legacy  of  inspiration  for  all 
time.  We  will  show  the  backgrounds  and  examples  of  Sulzer  (Vienna),  Naumbourg  (Paris),  Lewandowski  (Berlin), 
and  Nowakowsky  (Odessa).  Everyone  is  welcome. 


Plan  ahead  and  register  for  these  new  classes  to  be  held  starting  in  February: 


Doing  Jewish  !  Marga  Hirsch,  P.A.S.  Librarian,  Instructor 
Wednesdays,  February  4,  11,  18,25,  March  4,  11  I  11:30  am-12:30  pm  I  © 

In  this  series  of  six  sessions  we  will  seek  to  demystify  topics  such  as  the  Jewish  calendar,  the  basics  of  trope  (Cantillation  skills),  the 
difference  between  Midrash  and  Mishnah ,  and  why  Elijah  gets  to  come  to  the  Seder.  Attend  one  session  or  all. 


Tuesday  Evenings  of  Learning  in  February  I  February  3, 10, 17,  24  I  choose  one  of  the  following  two  courses  I  $© 


Women:  Raise  Your  Hands 
Ari  Saks,  Instructor 

Tuesdays,  February  3,  10,  17,  24  I  6:30-7:30  pm 

Have  you  ever  wondered  how  our  contemporary  rabbis  de¬ 
termine  Jewish  law  for  the  modem  age?  Through  the  prism 
of  one  question — "Can  a  woman  participate  in  the  Priestly 
Blessing?" — we  will  learn  about  the  halachic  process,  the  evolu¬ 
tion  of  Jewish  law  as  codified  in  Responsa  literature. 


"The  Spirit  of  Heschel:  God's  Message  in  the  World" 

"Can  the  State  of  Israel  Survive  Judaism?" 

Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor 

Tuesdays,  February  3,  10,  17,  24  I  7:45-8:45  pm 

These  4  sessions  will  first  look  at  Abraham  Joshua  Heschel, 
one  of  the  most  influential  thinkers  of  the  20th  century. 

His  thought  and  legacy  of  action  live  in  our  own  day — we 
will  explore  episodes  in  his  life  and  major  themes  in  his 
thought.  We  will  then  turn  to  Israel,  where  reflections  on  the 
relationship  between  Judaism  and  the  State,  both  past  and 
future,  will  be  discussed. 


$  f  Registration  required:  %50/members ;  $7 5/non  members  for  each  class.  To  register,  contact  Sarah  Gribetz  at  sgribetz@pasyn.org  or 
212-369-2600  ext.  142. 
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Following  is  a  note  from  our  Executive  Director,  sent  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  The  Editor  believes  it  should  be  shared  with 
the  congregation.  (His  levelling  is  obvious,  and  obviously  perfectly  appropriate.) 


I  just  wanted  to  share  a  little  description 
of  the  amazing  event  that  you  are  all  a 
part  of,  but  that  I  am  actually  blessed  to 
witness.... 

P.A.S.  has  MANY  things  to  be  proud 
of... but  today  our  Thanksgiving  Distribu¬ 
tion  is  deservedly  on  the  pedestal.  You 
should  all  see  what  I’m  seeing  just  10 
feet  from  my  office  door.  The  walls  and 
floor  of  the  Appleman  Chapel  hallway  are 
covered  from  floor  to  ceiling  in  plastic 
sheeting  to  protect  us  from  the  defrost¬ 
ing  turkeys.  The  main  lobby  is  covered 
in  bags  with  one  2  foot  walkway.  The 
orderly  lines  of  clients  wrap  around  87th 
Street.  The  doors  are  wide  open,  the 
velvet  ropes  shepherding  everyone  in  the 
right  direction.  There  are  at  least  20  of  our 
synagogue  teens,  dressed  heavily  in  wool 
sweaters,  their  hands  covered  in  plastic 
gloves,  running  past  each  other  in  a  frantic 
yet  choreographed  path. 


•Lifting  and  moving  450  16-20  lbs  turkeys 
•Stuffing  bags  with... well,  stuffing 
•Carefully  handling  apple  pies  so  they 
don’t  tip. 

And  yet  amid  all  this  craziness,  every 
one  of  our  students  takes  the  time  to 
sincerely  wish  each  and  every  client  a 
"Happy  Thanksgiving."  There  is  a  mo¬ 
ment  they  share  with  the  clients  when 
their  eyes  meet,  and  for  those  few  seconds, 
human  connection  is  made.  So  few  people 
in  the  world  are  capable  of  doing  this,  and 
yet  I’m  watching  every  one  of  our  kids 
do  it  every  3  seconds.  I  have  never  felt 
greater  joy  and  pride  for  our  kids  and  our 
P.A.S.  community.  Adding  icing  on  the 
cake,  is  that  all  our  past  students  are  here, 
making  sure  they  arrived  back  from  their 
colleges  in  time  to  take  part  in  this  genera¬ 
tional  ritual. 

I  wish  you  could  all  see  it 

Beryl  P.  Chernov  / 


Contributions 


Kol  Nidre  Appeal  2008/5769  as  of  December  1,  2008 


Dr.  &  Mrs.  John  Abroon 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leslie  Agisim 

Mr.  Joseph  Allerhand  &  Ms.  Randi  Schatz 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  Appel 

Mr.  Uri  Behar  &  Mrs.  Batya  Levi  Behar 

Mr.  Arie  Berggrun  &  Dr.  Melissa  Waterstone 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  Bialkin 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Matthew  Biben 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Michael  Borodkin 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Daitz 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Seymour  Dauber 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jame  Donath 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harvey  Drachman 

Mrs.  Anne  Duberstein 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael  Dubrow 

Mrs.  Anne  Easton 

Ms.  Susan  Erlich 

Mrs.  Ruth  Ezra 

Mr.  Meir  Feder  &  Ms.  Abbe  Gluck 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Maxwell  Felton 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mark  Fife 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Martin  Fischer 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Friedman 

Mrs.  Pam  Bernstein  Friedman  and  Mr.  George  Friedman 
Ms.  Patricia  Friedmann 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Gallahou 


Mrs.  Evelyn  Gelman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mitchell  Gendel 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alan  Ginsberg 

Ms.  Barbara  Goldsmith 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Goldschein 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Matthew  Golden 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael  Goldberg 

Dr.  Linda  Grad 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  Greenberg 

Mr.  Harvey  Greenfield 

Mr.  Ira  Greenblatt 

Ms.  Karin  Grouf 

Mr.  John  Herfort  &  Ms.  Diane  Wallerstein 

Mr.  Louis  Jaffe  &  Dr.  Lara  Oboler 

Mrs.  Barbara  Kahn 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Kasirer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bennett  Katz 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Samuel  Katz 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gershon  Kekst 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  Kleiner 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stanley  Kreinik 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Aron  Krell 

Mr.  David  Levitan 

Ms.  Marian  Levitt 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  Lipiner 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Steven  Mandelsberg 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jeffrey  Mann 

Mrs.  Roxandra  Meron 

Ms.  Amy  E.  Millard 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Shary  Moalemzadeh 

Mr.  Ebrahim  Moussazadeh  &  Dr.  Devorah  Nazarian 

Moussazadeh 

Mrs.  Judith  Nadelmann 

Mrs.  Sylvia  Olnick 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jeffrey  Poss 

Mr.  Douglas  Propp  &  Ms.  Dina  Stein-Propp 

Mr.  Yves  Ringler  &  Mrs.  Keren  Coplan  Ringler 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ricardo  Salmon 

Mr.  Harvey  Schulweis 

Drs.  Mark  &  Carolyn  Schwartz 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sherwood  Schwarz 

Dr.  David  Sekons 

Mr.  Daniel  Shuchman  &  Ms.  Lori  Lesser 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jeffrey  Silverman 

Mr.  Jonathan  Sobel  &  Dr.  Marcia  Dunn 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Scott  Spolan 

Mr.  Marvin  Torker  &  Dr.  Helene  Torker 

Mr.  &  Ms.  Michael  Varet 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  Wasserstein 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  Weinrauch 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bernard  Zuckerman 


Nobody  is  ever  impoverished  through  the  giving  of  charity.  —Maimonides 


www.pasyn.org 
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Contributions  continued 


Bikur  Cholim 

Harriet  Shapiro,  Abe  &  David  Zylberberg,  in  memory  of  my 
mother  Helen  M.  Shapiro,  and  in  appreciation  for  the  kind 
attention  my  mother  received  from  the  Synagogue. 

High  School  Food  Pantry 

Lou  Bernstein  &  Dr.  Barbara  Weinstein,  in  memory  of  Leon 
Gertel,  father  of  Shereen  Rutman. 

Lou  Bernstein  &  Dr.  Barbara  Weinstein,  in  memory  of  Paul 
Shalita,  father  of  Nan  Rubin. 

Carol  Goldstein  &  Robert  Raskin  &  Sam,  in  memory  of  Leon 
Gertel,  father  of  Shereen  Rutman. 

Carol  Goldstein  &  Robert  Raskin  &  Sam,  in  honor  of  the 
Bar  Mitzvah  of  Alex  Dash. 

Elaine,  Richard  &  Sam  Green,  in  honor  of  the  Bar  Mitzvah 
of  Sam  Raskin. 

Sam  Green,  in  honor  of  the  Bat  Mitzvah  of Anabelle  Klein- 
berg. 

Racheline  G.  Habousha,  in  loving  memory  of  her  parents 
Hayim  &  Adele  Habousha. 

Varda  Hubara,  in  memory  of  Deganit  Keha,  a  former  teacher. 
Rachel  Lander,  in  honor  of  Sara  Land  on  her  Bat  Mitzvah. 
Rosanne,  Guy,  Harold  &  Rachel  Lander,  in  memory  of  Leon 
Gertel. 

Dorothy  Lang,  in  loving  memory  of  Ida  Kleiman. 

Ruth  Levenson,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father-in-law 
Milton  Levenson. 

Jacob  Mark  &  Family,  in  memory  of  Leon  Gertel. 

Laurie  Ferber  Podolsky,  in  memory  of  her  beloved father 
Leon  Ferber. 

Shereen  &  Howard  Rutman,  in  honor  of  Susan  Silverman 
and  Joel  Hirschtritt  being  honored  on  Simchat  Torah. 
Frederick  Ruvkun  &  Dr.  Julie  Ruvkun,  in  honor  of  their 
anniversary. 

Sylvan  &  Joan  Schefler,  in  memory  of  Leon  Gertel,  father  of 
Shereen  Rutman. 

Sylvan  &  Joan  Schefler,  in  honor  of  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Alain  Roi- 
zen's  daughter's  wedding. 

Susan  Silverman,  in  honor  of  Ben  Chernov  becoming  a  Bar 
Mitzvah;  Rabbi  Cosgrove,  Rabbi  Graetz,  Cantor  A  bramson 
and  Cantor  Lefkowitz  conducting  the  Simchat  Torah  service 
and  Mark  Fraier  coordinating  the  services;  Sam  and  Adam 
Silverman  for  reading  Torah  at  Simchat  Torah;  and 
Joel  Hirschtritt  as  Chatan  Torah. 

Tamara  &  Michael  Stark,  in  memory  of  Leon  Gertel,  father 
of  Shereen  Rutman. 

Leonard  M.  Weintraub,  in  honor  of  his  birthday. 

Liturgical  Music  Fund 

Irwin  J.  Shorr,  in  honor  of  Cantor  David  Lefkowitz  for  being 
wonderful,  kind  and  considerate  to  my  parents  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Joseph  Shorr. 

Nursery  School  Fund 

Alice  Harris,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Anne  Mort- 
man,  and  in  honor  of  her  grandson  Noah  Harris. 

Prayer  Book  Fund 

Joanne  &  Morton  Davis,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  sister 
Judith  Victorsohn  Rosenberg. 

Harold  Michels,  in  grateful  appreciation  to  the  clergy  of 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue. 

Harold  Michels,  in  honor  of  the  good  works  of  my  daughter, 
Heidi  Diane  Silverstone. 

Harold  Michels,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  wife,  Barbara 
Michels. 

James  P.  Robbins  Fund 

Bo  Ettlinger,  in  thanks  for  the  recovery  of  Barbara  Robbins. 
Colin  &  Catherine  Keating,  in  honor  of  the  birthday  of  our 
dear  and  loyal  friend  Barbara  Robbins. 

Richard  &  Barbara  Sonnenfeldt,  in  honor  of  Barbara  Rob¬ 
bins'  75th  birthday. 


Welfare  Fund 

Karen  Cammaker,  in  memory  of  my  mother  Dorothy  Koven, 
and  in  appreciation  for  the  funeral  service  Rabbi  Graetz 
conducted  with  great  dignity,  and  for  the  spiritual  comfort 
Rabbi  Cosgrove  extended  to  my  family. 

Ruth  &  Hal  Hoine,  with  thanks  to  Rabbi  Cosgrove  for  of¬ 
ficiating  at  their  daughter's  wedding. 

Harriet  Shapiro,  Abe  &  David  Zylberberg,  in  appreciation 
for  Rabbi  Cosgrove's  help. 


Yiddish  Club  Fund 

Dr.  Paula  Bernstein,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father  Louis 
Bernstein. 


Synagogue  Offerings 

Dr.  Jean  Pakter  Bachman,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father- 
in-law  Samuel  Bachman. 

Clarence  Barasch,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  wife  Naomi 
(Mimi)  Barasch. 

Clarence  Barasch,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  sister  Jacqueline 
Schneider. 

Clarence  Barasch,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother-in-law 
Sue  Bosniak. 

Marjorie  &  Irwin  Berger,  in  honor  of  Gary  &  Dale  Israel. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jay  Bloom  &  Family,  in  memory  of  Charles 
Greenberg. 

Meri  S.  Bodoff. 

Charles  Charrow,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Saul 
Charrow. 

Sherry  &  Joel  Cherwin,  in  honor  of  Joel  Hirschtritt  being 
named  Hatan  Torah  for  Simchat  Torah. 

Sherry  &  Joel  Cherwin,  in  memory  of  Paul  Shalita,  father  of 
Nan  Rubin. 

Matthew  &  Bonnie  Chook,  in  honor  of  their  anniversary. 
David  &  Kathy  Cook. 

Samuel  Cooper,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  William 
Cooper. 

Dr.  Juliet  Diller,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Manya 
Cooper. 

Anne  Duberstein,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  husband  Judge 
Conrad  Duberstein. 

Harriet  Feiwel,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Libby  Rich. 
Joan  Felder,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father  Irving  Schle- 
singer. 

Yola  Gertel  Friedman,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  grand¬ 
mother  Rifka  Gertel. 

Richard  &  Barbara  Gaba,  in  honor  of  the  Aisenberg  family. 
Clifford  Gelb,  in  memory  of  his  mother  Ruth  Gelb,  on  her 
birthday  November  15th. 

Sarah  Gelber,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Marshall  Gluck,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  wife,  Ruth  Rubin 
Gluck. 

Dr.  James  Goldman,  in  honor  of  his  birthday. 

Dr.  James  Goldman,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Mandel 
Goldman. 

Mary  Goldman,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Richard  Green,  in  memory  of  his  beloved father  William  S. 
Green. 

Dr.  Albert  &  Sandra  Greenfeld,  in  honor  of  Barbara  Robbins 
and  in  celebration  of  her  good  health. 

Gedalio  Grinberg,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother  Mina 
Grinberg. 

Louise  Hamilton,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Frances 
Myers. 

Louise  Hamilton,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Anita  &  Douglas  Harris,  in  memory  of  Charles  Greenberg. 
Leon  Heller,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  brother  Harold  M. 
Heller. 

Gary  &  Dale  Israel,  in  honor  of  their  anniversary. 

Lois  Kamovsky,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 


Gershon  Kekst,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  daughter  Michele 
Kekst. 

Gershon  &  Carol  Kekst,  in  honor  of  their  anniversary. 

Dr.  Zanvel  Liff,  in  honor  of  his  birthday. 

Edward  Lipiner,  in  honor  of  his  High  Holiday  Aliyah. 

Lucy  Lipiner,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Rose 
Mandelbaum. 

Miriam  London,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Pearl 
Schechterson. 

Dr.  Ann  Lyons,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  sister  Ruth 
Moskowitz  Gershon. 

Herbert  Nadler,  in  honor  of  his  birthday. 

Michael  Norwich,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  lsadore 
Norwich. 

Julius  Paige,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother,  Beckie 
Pogrebinsky. 

Dr.  David  Pearce,  in  memory  of  his  beloved father  and 
mother,  Henry  and  Sally  Pearce. 

Phyllis  &  Elliot  Pellman,  in  memory  of  Beatrice  Ferber, 
mother  of  Andy  Ferber. 

Rachel  Philipp,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  and  father 
Sarah  &  Voytech  Furchtgott. 

Cindy  &  David  Pinter,  in  honor  of  Joel  Hirschtritt  being 
honored  on  Simchat  Torah  as  Hatan  Torah. 

Madeleine  Redlich,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  husband 
Richard  Redlich. 

Robert  Rifkind,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Judge 
Simon  H.  Rifkind. 

Estelle  Roth,  in  memory  of  Jeffrey  M.  Edelstein,  son  of  the 
late  Judge  David  Edelstein  and  Florence  K.  Edelstein. 

Estelle  Roth,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Robert  De  Rothschild,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  wife  Debra 
De  Rothschild. 

Sylvia  S.  Rudolph,  in  honor  of  the  recovery  of  Henry 
Glanternik. 

Henry  Rutman,  in  honor  of  his  birthday. 

Claudia  Saffar,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  grandmother  Sarah 
Schneeroff 

Claudia  Saffar,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Etty  Moss. 
Howard  A.  Schulder,  in  memory  of  Dorothy  Koven,  mother 
of  Karen  Cammaker. 

Harvey  Schulweis,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Irving 
Schulweis. 

Marilyn  &  Earl  Schwarz,  in  honor  of  Dale  &  Gary  Israel. 
Marion  &  Sherwood  Schwarz,  in  memory  of  the  loved  ones 
in  our  family 

Dr.  Gloria  Shafer,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  brother  Arthur 
Siegel. 

Esther  Silver,  in  memory  of  her  beloved father  Murray 
Altfeld. 

Carol  Silverstein,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Sheldon  Siskin,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother  Gertrude 
Siskin. 

Lawrence  Soicher,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Irving 
Soicher. 

Terry  Dudnick  Taffer. 

Harold  Unger,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Jess  Unger. 
Roslyn  Vera,  in  honor  of  Pat  Davidson. 

Carolyn  &  James  Weiner. 

Kirk  Zachary  &  Susan  Smirnoff,  for  Yizkor. 

Marlene  Zausner,  in  memory  of  her  parents  Jack  &  Bertha 
Klausner. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Zeichner,  in  honor  of  his  High  Holiday  Aliyah. 
Dr.  Jonathan  &  Arlyne  Zeichner,  in  remembrance  of  Irving 
Aaron  Bailey. 

Tikkun  Olam  Committee  for 
Community  Outreach 

Parents  of  Erica  Choset,  Mitzvah  Day  chairperson,  in  honor 
of  the  event. 
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Get  all  the  latest  news 

&  information  right  at  your  desk! 

Sign  up  for  our  e-mail  list  and  find  out  everything  that  is  going  on  at  Park  Avenue  Synagogue. 

You’ll  get  regular  updates  of  services  and  events;  notification  of  changes,  and  news  about  your  congregation. 

Just  send  an  e-mail  to  Lynn  Schneider,  at  lschneider@pasyn.org,  and  she  will  take  care  of  everything. 


' 

A  Look  Ahead 


February  |  New  Classes  scheduled  |  See  page  1 6  for  details 


Sunday,  February  1  | 

9:00  am 

World  Wide  Wrap:  brunch  and  instruction  on  how  to  lay  t'fillin  \ 

See  page  6 

Sunday,  February  1  | 

5:30  pm 

Super  Bowl  party  in  conjunction  with  all  P.A.S.  Arms 

Monday,  February  9 

7:00  pm 

|  Reclaiming  Eden:  A  Tu  B'Shevat  Seder  with  an  Ecological  Twist 

|  See  page  7 

Saturday,  February  28  |  Gala  Honoring  Amy  B.  Bressman  |  7:30  pm  Cocktails  |  8:30  pm  Dinner  Dance 


